
The Mouzaive Quarry
S C H I S T O S E  S A N D S T O N E



Rubble stone (scale 1:1)

Schistose sandstone

A N D E R E  B E N A M I N G E N

Zandsteen van Mouzaive

T Y P E

Schistose sandstone

S T R AT I G R A P H I C A L  A G E

Lower Devonian (Palaeozoic)

 L O C A L  Q U A R R Y  F O R  A  Q U A L I T Y  S E R V I C E 
 

The MOUZAIVE QUARRY has for several decades extracted stone from an open quarry situated on the banks of the river Semois, 

not far from Bouillon. Over the years the site has grown, become structured and modernized, and is now a thriving enterprise 

equipped with advanced machinery and a highly-qualified, dynamic workforce.

The company extracts schistose sandstone that is widely acknowledged to be of very fine quality. Frost-resistant and unaffected 

by atmospheric pollution, this stone produces very successful results when used in relatively even masonry work and facing. 

It is equally effective in dry-stone masonry, laid in the natural direction of its bedding plane. Schistose sandstone is the perfect 

material for redeveloping parks and gardens, lakes, ponds, etc. It can also be used in rustic-style interior decoration, for items 

such as fireplaces and interior walls, as well as for barbecues, columns, etc. 



 A P P E A R A N C E ,  C O L O U R  A N D  PAT I N A
 

In deposits of schistose sandstone, layers of sandstone alternate with 

layers of schist. Finely grained and more clayey than psammites, they are 

generally charac terized by their flaky structure. Their appearance varies 

according to their particular composition, which may be more compact 

or more fissile according to each case. The range of colours, often dark, 

varies considerably. The palette of shades in this quarry is based on 

brown and rust. 

 F I N I S H E D  P R O D U C T S  A N D  S TA N D A R D  D I M E N S I O N S
 

In exterior applications, schistose sandstone is cut into flat rubble 

stones – with quoins, voussoirs and lintels – for traditional facing or dry 

masonry, but also for setts. They are equally widely used in designs for 

green spaces, in the form of rubble stones, Japanese steps, dry-walls, 

banked walls. This stone is also used in original ways as interior decoration.

Rubble stones 

height and length variable, depth 10-15 cm / 15-20 cm

Floor tiles 

thickness 3-7 cm

Non-standard dimensions, in addition to advice on application and 

maintenance, can be obtained directly from the producer. 

 S U R F A C E  T R E AT M E N T S  A V A I L A B L E
  

Mainly untreated or sawn, easy to cut.

 D E S C R I P T I V E  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S
 

«Schistose sandstone, colour [to specify], stratigraphical age Lower Devonian 

(Palaeozoic)».
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 W O R K I N G  S I T E  
  

Carrière de Mouzaive - 5550 MOUZAIVE  
(VRESSE-SUR-SEMOIS) 

 T E C H N I C A L 
 C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S 

M I N E R A L O G I C A L  C O M P O S I T I O N

Combination of silica, clayey, ferruginous 
and aluminiferous minerals

AT T R I B U T E S  /  P E R F O R M A N C E

These data are available on 
www.pierresetmarbres.be and on the sites 
of the official bodies, they are measured 
according to the procedures of European 
standards in force and regularly updated.

 M A X I M U M  D I M E N S I O N S 
 O F  B L O C K S * 

Length 
0.5-2 m

Width 
0.25-1 m 

Thickness 
0.6 m

 M I N I M U M  T H I C K N E S S 
 F O R  A P P L I C AT I O N * 

Floor tiles
3 cm

Vertical elements 
5 cm

* Values shown are for reference only.
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