
La Pierre Bleue Belge  
Quarries 

P E T I T  G R A N I T -  B E L G I A N  B L U E  L I M E S T O N E  



L O C A L  Q U A R R I E S  F O R  A  Q U A L I T Y  S E R V I C E  

The company LA PIERRE BLEUE BELGE markets Petit Granit – Belgian Blue Limestone – extracted, sawn and shaped by its two
subsidiaries : the S.A. CARRIÈRES GAUTHIER & WINCQZ and the S.A. CLYPOT. La Pierre Bleue Belge was formed when these two
quarries merged, in November 2000. The company’s commercial headquarters has been established at the CLYPOT QUARRIES
in Neufvilles. The opening of a new deposit has been planned to take place within the next few years. This will have a surface area
of 170 ha and is situated in the locality known as “Tellier des Prés”, in the region of Ecaussinnes / Soignies / Braine-le-Comte.
The company CLYPOT was founded in 1898. It is one of the largest blue stone quarries. The quarry site at CLYPOT extends over a
surface area of 80 hectares and employs a workforce of about 140.
The company GAUTHIER & WINCQZ was founded in 1935, when the Wincqz Quarries (1668) and the Gauthier Quarries
(1875) merged. The GAUTHIER & WINCQZ QUARRIES employ about one hundred people.

Dark honed (scale1:1)

Petit granit l Belgian blue limestone
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A L S O  K N O W N  A S  

Blue stone, Petit granit - Pierre bleue de Belgique ®

T Y P E

Crinoidal limestone 

S T R A T I G R A P H I C A L  A G E

Upper Tournaisian (Lower Carboniferous, Palaeozoic) 



W O R K I N G  S I T E S  

Carrières Gauthier & Wincqz - 7060 SOIGNIES
Carrières du Clypot - 7063 NEUFVILLES

T E C H N I C A L  
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S *

M I N E R A L O G I C A L  C O M P O S I T I O N  

Calcite ± 96%, traces of dolomite,
quartz and pyrite

A T T R I B U T E S

Apparent volumic mass 
2687 kg/m3

Porosity
0.28% vol

Speed of sound within the material
5527 m/s

P E R F O R M A N C E

Resistance to compression
157.9 N/mm2

Resistance to bending
16.7 N/mm2

Modulus of static elasticity
86.9 GPa

Rate of wear
2.87 mm / 1000 m

Susceptibility to frost
none

Coefficient of thermal transmission 
2.9 W/mK

Coefficient of thermal expansion
0.0046 mm/mK

Sensitivity to atmospheric pollutants 
none

M A X I M U M  D I M E N S I O N S
O F  B L O C K S  

Length 
4 m

Width 
2 m

Thickness 
2 m

M I N I M U M  T H I C K N E S S  
F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  

Facing 
2 cm

Paving
1 cm

T E C H N I C A L  A P P R O V A L  

ATG 00/H781 [Gauthier & Wincqz]

ATG 00/H783 [Clypot]

[*] The information comes from Technical Information Note no. 220
of the Scientific and Technical Centre for Construction, 2002

A P P E A R A N C E ,  C O L O U R  A N D  PAT I N A

This stone is characterized by the presence of a
great many fossil remains, cemented together by
a microcrystalline gangue containing very finely
divided carbon. When the stone is freshly broken,
the fossils produce a sparkling effect through 
the action of the light on the facets. The crinoids,
corals and shells stand out pale against a dark
background, which varies from light grey to black,
through a range of bluish shades, according to the
finish. The stone becomes lighter with exposure
to harsh weather conditions, through the surface
washing of the interwoven carbon.

F I N I S H E D  P R O D U C T S  A N D
S T A N D A R D  D I M E N S I O N S

This stone is widely admired for the numerous
cuts and finishes it can take, as well as for huge
range of sizes it can be given. It may be applied in
several different ways, both inside and out.

EXTERIOR: smoothed paving slab, paving “Agripa”,
“Natura light”, “Aged paving slab”, paving, roadside
or garden borders, wall coping, stairs, boundary
stone, ball, surround for a tree, bench, fountain,
roundabout, sculpture, monument, etc.

FAÇADE: facing slab, base course, split rubble
stones, door and window sill, door and window
surround, column, console, band course, quoin,
pilaster, bull’s eye window, etc.

INTERIOR : paving slabs of standard thickness or
thinly-cut, (1 or 1.5 cm), paving : “Natura blue”,
“Antica”, “Vieux Soignies”, “Abbaye”, skirting board,
window sill, kitchen or bathroom worktop, stairs,
fireplace, etc.

Dressed stones 

length 30-180 cm, width 10-60 cm, thickness 2-30 cm 

Floor tiles

length 30-60 cm, width 15-60 cm, thickness 1-8 cm
free length, width 15/20/25/30/40 cm

Doorsteps

thickness 5/8/10/12/15 cm

It is not recommended to order a surface bigger
than 0.5 m2 and a length greater than 1.5 m.
For anything over these dimensions, it is necessary
to take specific measures when the stone is being
applied. Non-standard sizes may be asked on
direct request to the producers.
Non-standard dimensions, in addition to advice
on application and maintenance, can be obtained
directly from the producer.

D E S C R I P T I V E  S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

«Petit granit - Belgian blue limestone, crinoid limestone, grey-blue in tone,
stratigraphic period Upper Tournaisian (Lower Carboniferous, Palaeozoic),
belonging to the category [to specify] in accordance with the classification
taking account of particular features regarding structure and appearance, as
established in technical information note n° 220 of the C.S.T.C. (2002).
This stone comes from quarries holding the Technical Approval certified by 
the U.B.A.tc, which covers the entire deposit. The finish and appearance will
match the samples presented to the individual carrying out the project in
question; these three contractual samples will show the standard appearance
and the two extremes of variation allowed within the market.  
Equivalence: Any proposed product or finish differing from the description given
above must undergo the equivalence procedure described in manual 100.2 published
by the department of construction quality at the Ministry of Communications
and Infrastructure, now the Federal Public Service for the Economy.»

S U R F A C E  T R E A T M E N T S  A V A I L A B L E

CURRENT CUTS  CURRENT THICKNESSES 

Flamed (scale1:1)

Aged natura (scale1:1)

Chiseled (scale1:1)

Bush-hammered (scale1:1)

Crusts, slices, tiles between 5 and 20 cm

CURRENT STANDARD CUTS  MINIMAL THICKNESS OF PAVING SLABS 

Flamed, chiseled, sawn, sanded grey, sanded blue 2 cm

Finely bush-hammered, ice flowers, old finish 3 cm

Sclypé, 12 or 15 strikes, combed 4 cm

Rough Sbattu, roughly bush-hammered 5 cm

Marblework: light honed, dark honed, sanded down 1 cm
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SOIGNIES
CARRIÈRES DU CLYPOT

CARRIÈRES�
GAUTHIER & WINCQZ

LA PIERRE BLEUE �
BELGE

NEUFVILLES

BRUXELLES/BRUSSEL�
HALLE

ENGHIEN
GHISLENGHIEN

LENS

MONS LE RŒULX

Member of the federation of belgian blue
limestone - Petit Granit producers

PUBL ISHED WITH THE BACKING OF THE MINISTRY FOR REGIONAL AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE WALLOON REGION,  THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
THE ENVIRONMENT, THE WALLOON EXPORT AGENCY. THE ASSOCIATION PIERRES ET MARBRES DE WALLONIE ACCEPTS NO LIABIL ITY WHATSOEVER WITH REGARD TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS LEAFLET,  WHICH REMAIN 
THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COMPANY INVOLVED  ·  CHIEF EDITOR : V. BRANCALEONI, 54 RUE JOSEPH POTIER, 4140 SPRIMONT  ·  WWW.PIERRESETMARBRES.BE  ·   INFO@PIERRESETMARBRES.BE  ·   JANUARY 2003

LA PIERRE BLEUE BELGE S.A. 

CARRIÈRES DU CLYPOT
Chemin des carrières, 1 · B-7063 NEUFVILLES 
Tel. +32 (0)67 34 68 00 · Fax +32 (0)67 34 68 01

CARRIÈRES GAUTHIER & WINCQZ
Rue Mademoiselle Hanicq, 88 · B-7060 SOIGNIES 
Tel. +32 (0)67 33 21 16 · Fax +32 (0)67 33 91 37

info@pierrebleuebelge.be · www.pierrebleuebelge.be 
VAT BE-473 184 014 · RC 143 035
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