
The Sprimont Quarries 
P E T I T  G R A N I T  -  B E L G I A N  B L U E  L I M E S T O N E  



 L O C A L  Q U A R R I E S  F O R  A  Q U A L I T Y  S E R V I C E 
 

It was the arrival of Mathieu Van Roggen, from Holland, which revitalized the CARRIÈRES DE SPRIMONT in about 1880. 
He returned them to full working order by streamlining the process of exploitation and by modernizing equipment and tools. 
The large power station, dating from 1904 and now a “Museum of Stone”, is a remarkable testimony to his work. The concern was 
later managed by the Merbes-Sprimont group until the Brancaleoni family resumed control in 1984. 
There are a number of sites currently in operation. The quality of their deposits has long been established and there are many 
prestigious examples to confirm this reputation, from the “Grand’ Poste” at Liège and the bridge at Fragnée, which date from 
about 1900, to the new cable-stayed bridge at Val-Benoît, built in 2000.
The prime assets of the Sprimont entreprise are its considerable capacity for production and the flexibility of its management. 

Blue grinded (scale1:1)

Petit granit l  Belgian blue limestone
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A L S O  K N O W N  A S 

Blue stone, Petit granit - Pierre bleue de Belgique®

T Y P E

Crinoidal limestone 

S T R AT I G R A P H I C A L  A G E

Upper Tournaisian (Lower Carboniferous, Palaeozoic) 



 W O R K I N G  S I T E S 
  

Carrière de Chanxhe - 4140 CHANXHE  
Carrière du Coreux - 4140 SPRIMONT  
Carrière du Rondia - 4140 SPRIMONT  
Carrières d’Anthisnes - 4160 ANTHISNES

 T E C H N I C A L 
 C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S * 

M I N E R A L O G I C A L  C O M P O S I T I O N 

Calcite ± 96%, traces of dolomite, 
quartz and pyrite

AT T R I B U T E S

Apparent density
2686 kg/m3

Open porosity
0.31 % vol

P E R F O R M A N C E

Compressive strength
146 N/mm2 

Compressive strength after freeze
143 N/mm2

Flexural strength
22 N/mm2

Flexural strength after freeze
18 N/mm2

Abrasion resistance (Capon method)
19.3 mm

 M A X I M U M  D I M E N S I O N S 
 O F  B L O C K S 

Length 
4 m

Width 
2 m

Thickness 
1.5 m

 M I N I M U M  T H I C K N E S S 
 F O R  A P P L I C AT I O N 

1 cm

 T E C H N I C A L  A P P R O V A L 
  

ATG 07/H782 [Sprimont]

 A P P E A R A N C E ,  C O L O U R  A N D  PAT I N A
 

This stone is characterized by the presence of 
many fossil remains, cemented together by a 
microcrystalline gangue containing very finely 
divided carbon. When the stone is freshly broken, 
the fossils produce a sparkling effect through 
the action of the light on the facets. The crinoids, 
corals and shells stand out pale against a dark 
background, which varies from light grey to black, 
through a range of bluish shades, according to the 
finish. The stone becomes lighter with exposure 
to harsh weather conditions, through the surface 
washing of the interwoven carbon.

 F I N I S H E D  P R O D U C T S  A N D
 S TA N D A R D  D I M E N S I O N S

This stone is widely admired for the numerous 
cuts and finishes it can take, as well as for huge 
range of sizes it can be given. It may be applied 
in several different ways, both inside and out : 
plinths, façades, as rubble stones, wall coverings, 
exterior tiles and setts, borders, doorsteps, sur-
rounds for bay windows, window sills, interior 
paving, stairs, covering for interior walls, skirting 
boards, worktops, covering for bridges, rockfill, 
street furniture, as well as all the applications for 
marblework, dressing and sculpture.

The surface areas of each element should ideally 
measure between 0.5 and 1 m2. Their length should 
not exceed 1.5 m. For anything larger, it will be 
necessary to use specially adapted methods when 
applying the material and the distinctive visual 
characteristics inherent in all natural matter will 
have to be borne in mind.
Non-standard dimensions and advice on application 
and maintenance, can be obtained directly from 
the producer.
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 S U R F A C E  T R E AT M E N T S  A V A I L A B L E 
  

Sawn  2 cm – 1/5 cm

Flamed  2 cm – 3 cm

Grinded  2 cm 2 cm 5 cm

Honed blue 2 cm – 2 cm
 dark 1 cm – 2 cm

Polished  1 cm – 2 cm

 MINIMUM THICKNESS  STANDARD THICKNESS
 MEC.         MAN. AND SPECIFIC FEATURES 

S TA N D A R D 
F I N I S H E S 

Flamed (scale1:1)

Old cut (scale1:1)

Mechanical chiseled (scale1:1)

Thick bush-hammered (scale1:1)

Split  5 cm 5 cm 8/10/15 cm

Bush-hammered  thick 5 cm 5 cm manual 6 cm - 16/25 sawteeth
    mechanical 5 cm
 thin 3 cm 4 cm manual 5 cm - 49 sawteeth 
    mechanical 3 cm

Chiseled  3 cm 5 cm 5 cm - mechanical 15 strikes/dm 
    manual 15/20/25 strikes/dm

 MINIMUM THICKNESS  STANDARD THICKNESS
 MEC.         MAN. AND SPECIFIC FEATURES 

S TA N D A R D 
C U T S 

 D E S C R I P T I V E  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S
 

«Petit granit - Belgian blue limestone, crinoid limestone, grey-blue in tone, 
stratigraphic period Upper Tournaisian (Lower Carboniferous, Palaeozoic), 
belonging to the category [to specify] in accordance with the classification 
taking account of particular features regarding structure and appearance, as 
established in technical information note n° 220 of the C.S.T.C. (2002).
This stone comes from quarries holding the Technical Approval certified by 
the U.B.A.tc, which covers the entire deposit. The finish and appearance will 
match the samples presented to the individual carrying out the project in 
question; these three contractual samples will show the standard appearance 
and the two extremes of variation allowed within the market.  
Equivalence: Any proposed product or finish differing from the description given 
above must undergo the equivalence procedure described in manual 100.2 published 
by the department of construction quality at the Ministry of Communi  cations 
and Infrastructure, now the Federal Public Service for the Economy.»

[*] Data are the most recent available, measured according 
to applicable European standards.
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CARRIÈRES DE SPRIMONT ET 
DE CHANXHE S.A.

Rue J. Potier, 13 · B-4140 SPRIMONT 
Tel. +32 (0)4 382 13 97 · Fax +32 (0)4 382 26 20

car-sprimont@skynet.be 
VAT  BE 0418 075 344 · RPM Liège

Acting managing director: Victor Brancaleoni
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QUARRIES

Member of the federation of belgian blue 
limestone - Petit Granit producers

PUBLISHED WITH THE BACKING OF WALLONIA, THE WALLOON EXPORT AGENCY. THE ASSOCIATION PIERRES ET MARBRES DE WALLONIE ACCEPTS NO LIABILITY WHATSOEVER WITH REGARD TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS LEAFLET, 
WHICH REMAIN THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COMPANY INVOLVED · CHIEF EDITOR: V. BRANCALEONI, 11 RUE DES PIEDS D’ALOUETTE, B-5100 NANINNE · WWW.PIERRESETMARBRES.BE · INFO@PIERRESETMARBRES.BE · JUNE 2006


